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Course Requirements
1) Class participation will account for 20% of the final grade. Attendance, thoughtful and careful reading of the required texts, and completing a self-evaluation (under “materials”/“general materials”) are all important elements of participation. Class participation also includes written reflection upon the thought questions (“TQ’s”) appended to the daily reading assignments (see “Calendar,” below).  Students must turn in at least ten of these, each is due on the day the reading is due. No exceptions!  Students may turn in additional responses for extra credit. Thought Questions with asterisks are required. 
2) One midterm and one final exam (each 20%) will account for 40 % of the grade.  

3) One project, with rolling due dates (see below), 10-15 pages in length, typewritten, double-spaced, 12-point font size, will account for 40% of the final grade. This is a research paper (see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing,” p. 6 for an explanation [also under “materials”]). Your first draft is worth 10% (if you do one), and the final draft is worth 10% (20% if you do not do a first draft). Both drafts will be graded according to the “Six Traits of Analytical Writing.”  However, the first draft will be graded more heavily on “Ideas and Content” (50%) and “Organization” (30%). The other 20% of the grade on the first draft will be devoted to the remaining four categories.

On the final draft, “Ideas and Content” will count for 40% of the paper’s grade, Organization” 20%, and the other four categories, 10% each.  The first draft must be attached to the final draft to get full credit.


The seven project topics are as follows: (no more than four people for any topic)



A) Paul the Pharisee, April 26.


B) Paul and the Rapture, April 28.



C) Paul the apostle, April 30.



D) Paul and women, May 14.


E) Paul and the body, May 21.


F) Paul and homosexuality, May 26.


G) Did Paul write the Pastoral letters? June 7.

Each group AS A GROUP must meet with me during the week of April 19-23 to 


discuss how responsibilities will be divided up, what resources will be consulted, and 
what research and presentation strategies will be used. 

Each group of four presenters will have an hour of class time on the allotted days (above) to present the findings of their research. Thus it would be wise for each group to meet together a few times before the class presentation to strategize.  For example, on most of these topics there are at least two contrary points of view.  It would be wise for the group to make sure multiple positions are represented.  There are many websites that can help you with oral presentations.  Here is a good one to look at as you begin to plan your presentation: http://www.edgehill.ac.uk/tld/staff/b3/oralpres.htm.


The presentation will account for 10% of the project grade.


Finally, individuals will write a one-page summary of their own participation in the 
project (10% of project grade).  NOTE: THIS MEANS YOU GET AN INDIVI-
DUALIZED GRADE AND A GROUP GRADE.
Students are required to use at least three Bible Dictionary articles, three online resources, and whatever other resources you feel necessary (see course reserve list).  Some helpful online resources may be found at: http://www.ntgateway.com/paul/.  Your bibliography should be briefly annotated; that is, it should describe the basic content of each bibliographic entry and evaluate its usefulness to your topic.  When annotating webpages, you must address at least three of the criteria for evaluating websites 
(see http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/college/help/critical/discipline.htm).

Students are required to connect their historical investigation of Paul’s thought to a contemporary topic.  For example, the “Left Behind” book and video series claim to get their idea from Paul’s writings; if Paul the Pharisee gave up some of his cherished Pharisaic ideas when he became a follower of Christ, what might be the equivalent today?
Grading Scale

100-96 A                    
Midterm exam, 200 points



95-93    A-



92-90    B+ 

Paper/project, 400 points



89-87    B






86-84    B- 





83-80    C+



79-77    C

Final exam, 200 points



76-74    C-




73-70    D+

Class participation, 200 points



69-67    D






66-64    D-

1000 points possible in the course

Calendar
March 29 Introduction to class, requirements, etc. 

 Paul’s letters in the New Testament canon.  

31 Sources for studying Paul’s life and theology. Significance and influence of Paul’s 

     thought. 


Read Harper Collins Study Bible, pp. xvii-xxxix; Cousar, pp. 11-22

 
(Class divides into four different groups for next class!)

April 2  Historical reconstruction of Paul’s life and ministry: an evaluation of the 

New Testament sources for studying Paul.
 **Thought Question 1: Each member of a group below is to answer the following question: What picture of Paul do I get from the text that I am reading?  Think in terms of  personality traits, biographical information, life goals, content of teaching, places he  

 goes, strategies for winning converts.  Jot your ideas down and be ready to share in  

 class.


 Group 1: Read Acts 9:1-30, 11:19-30, 12:25-18:28


 Group 2: Read “The Acts of Paul and Thecla”



http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/corinthians/thecla.stm

 Group 3: Read Galatians 1:1-2:14; 2 Corinthians 11-12; Philippians 3:2-8 


 Group 4: Read 1Timothy 1-2; 2 Timothy 4

      5   Historical reconstruction of Paul’s life and ministry: Historical geography

Read Acts 9:1-30, 11:19-30, 12:25-28:31; Sanders, pp. 1-31


TQ 2: Discuss three important ways in which Sanders’ view of Paul differs from what 
you have just read in the book of Acts.
      7   Historical reconstruction of Paul’s communities—Corinth 

Read 1 Corinthians; Cousar, pp. 63-74
Read and explore the website Conflict and Community in the Corinthian Church (http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/corinthians/city.stm)

    **TQ 3:  What are some of the sources the website authors use for developing a broad    

    picture of Corinth?  What do you find most helpful in this overview? Why?
9 Good Friday—No class

     12   Library resources—meet in Library near reference desk
    14   Critical approaches to Paul’s letters: text criticism, literary criticism, rhetorical criticism 


Read Philemon; 2 Corinthians 8; Cousar, pp. 23-45
TQ 4: What does Cousar mean by the “narrative world” of a letter?  Using 


as a model, Petersen’s analysis of the chronological sequence behind Paul’s letter 


to Philemon, briefly list the chronological order of the events mentioned in 2 
Corinthians 8.  How does this differ from the actual order in which Paul writes the 
chapter? What might this tell you about Paul’s argumentative purpose?
      16 Critical approaches to Paul’s letters: redaction criticism, form criticism

Read 2 Corinthians; 1 Corinthians 11, 15, Philippians 2; Cousar, pp. 46-62


TQ 5: Do you notice any apparent breaks in the argument of 2 Corinthians, or any 
sudden changes of tone or subject?  Where do these occur? (Hint: look at the notes at 
the bottom of the pages in the HarperCollins Study Bible as you read.)
      19 1 Thessalonians: Paul’s apocalyptic thought world 


Read 1 Thessalonians; Dornisch, pp. v-14


TQ 6: Briefly describe three apocalyptic themes, ideas, or motifs that you find in 


1 Thessalonians.  How does Dornisch make sense out of Paul’s apocalyptic language 


for contemporary Christians?
      21 The center of Paul’s theology


Read 1 Corinthians 1-2; Romans 1; Cousar, pp. 75-104


**TQ 7: From your reading of Cousar, what makes it so difficult to find a “center” in 
Paul’s theology?
       23 The center of Paul’s theology

Read Romans 1-3; Sanders, pp. 41-51
26 Paul the Pharisee 

Read Philippians; Cousar, pp. 105-115; Boyarin, “Introduction: Wrestling with Paul”

http://texts.cdlib.org/dynaxml/servlet/dynaXML?docId=ft7w10086w&chunk.id=introduction
TQ 8:  Discuss three reasons why Boyarin thinks that Paul is an important figure to study.

       28 Paul and the Rapture

Read 1 Thessalonians 4; 2 Corinthians 12; Revelation 4; Sanders, pp. 32-40
       30
Paul the apostle


Read Galatians; Sanders, pp. 52-75
May 3 Midterm exam

       5 Galatians 


Read Galatians—again; Cousar, pp. 26-32—again 
TQ 9: Using the structure of letters discussed earlier (cf. above), isolate the various parts of Galatians (list the specific chapter and verse for the divisions).  What part/parts of the letter structure is/are missing?  Why?  What is the general tone of this letter (e.g., friendly, angry, sad, encouraging, etc.)?  What is Paul’s basic argument in the letter?  Name one piece of supporting evidence Paul gives to make his point.

        7 
No Class—Work on those projects!
      10 Galatians: Paul and the Jewish Law


Read Cousar, pp. 116-138; Dornisch, pp. 53-65

TQ 10: According to Cousar, what is the role of Law in Paul’s thought?  What US laws do you think are important for us to keep?  Which are not as important to keep?  Why?

      12 1 Corinthians 1-4: Paul’s Christology

Read 1 Corinthians in its entirety; Cousar, pp. 138-144; Sanders, pp. 91-97
TQ 11: Try and divide the letter along the shifting lines of Paul’s arguments.  Try to limit yourself to no more than seven divisions.  Are there any themes that become evident when you do this?  If so, what are they?

       14 Paul and women 


Read 1 Corinthians 5-11:1

       17 1 Corinthians 5-11:1 


Read Dornisch, pp. 19-26

TQ 12: What issues of the human body does Paul address in these chapters?  Compare and contrast with some “body” issues in our contemporary world that Dornisch writes about.

       19 Corinthians 11:2-14:40 Paul’s concept of community


Read Dornisch, pp. 26-36 


**TQ 13: 1 Corinthians 11-15 present the contemporary reader with some of the most 
difficult Pauline texts to interpret with regard to male/female relationships in Christian 
communities.  Discuss three ways that Dornisch recontextualizes these texts in order to 
develop liberating values for women.
      21  Paul and the body


Read Sanders, pp. 118-136

      24 1 Corinthians 15-16 Paul’s understanding of the body


Read 1 Corinthians 15-16; Dornisch, pp. 36-41

TQ 14: What are the similarities and differences between the contemporary US 
obsession with the “perfect body” and the Corinthian obsession with the resurrection 
body?  Be ready to discuss specific examples from the contemporary world. 

      26 Paul and homosexuality


Read Romans 1-3; 1 Enoch 1-11; Dornisch, pp. 69-75


TQ 15: Compare Romans 1:18-32 and 1 Enoch 1-11.  Think especially in terms of the 
origins of evil
and its effect.
      28 Romans 1-3


Read on Reserve: Deirdre Good, “The New Testament and Homosexuality: Are we 


Getting Anywhere?” Religious Studies Review 26 (2000) 307-312; Achilles Tatius, 
“Leucippe and Clitophon,” (in Collected Ancient Greek Novels) excerpts 

      31 Memorial Day—No class 

June 2  Romans 4-8 The rhetoric of faith, and the Spirit


Read Romans 4-8; Sanders, pp. 76-90, 98-117; Dornisch, pp. 75-95

TQ 16: For Dornisch, how are Paul’s views on death, law, and suffering related to 
Third World women’s experience?
        4 Romans 9-16 The Christian and the world


Read Romans 9-16; Cousar, pp. 145-160; Sanders, pp. 137-149

TQ 17: Sanders concludes his book by arguing that Paul “is a serious and compelling 
religious thinker.” Why, for Sanders, is Romans 9-11 a good example of this 
statement?
7  Paul and the Pastoral letters


Read 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus; Cousar, pp. 163-180
 **TQ 18:  What was the most valuable thing you learned in this class?  Which textbook did you find most useful?  Which was least useful?  Why?

  **       Course Evaluations
June 10 Final Exam 8:00-9:50 am 

2

