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1.  Sophomore standing is required for taking Theology and Religious Studies courses at Seattle University.  

2. If you have, or think you may have, a disability (including an ‘invisible disability’ such as a learning disability, a chronic health problem, or a mental health condition) that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged to arrange support services and/or accommodations through Disabilities Services staff in the Learning Center, Loyola 100, (206) 296-5740. Disability-based adjustments to course expectations can be arranged only through this process.

Purpose:  

To highlight the unusual historical, social, theological, and literary characteristics of the Gospel of John in the New Testament.  To emphasize how this Gospel differs from the first three (Synoptic) Gospels in its view of Jesus, its plot, its theology, and its use of symbols.  To explore expressions of Johannine thought in popular culture through the use of contemporary films and personal reflection.

Required Texts:

Brown, Raymond. The Gospel and Epistles of John: A Concise Commentary. 

Liturgical, 1988.

Culpepper, R. Alan. The Gospel and the Letters of John. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998.

Reinhartz, Adele. Befriending the Beloved Disciple. New York: Continuum, 2001.
Recommended Text:
The HarperCollins Study Bible with Apocrypha (NRSV). Fully Revised and Updated. New York: HarperCollins, 2006.

On RESERVE in the Library: All the DVDs and videos being used in class.

Course Requirements
1) Class Participation: 15% of the final grade. Attendance and attentiveness are a big part of class participation. Thus, I do not allow laptops in class, and cell phones should be turned OFF. NOT on silent, but OFF.  You will be penalized for texting in class or leaving to check messages. Thoughtful and careful reading of the required texts, and completing a self-evaluation are also important elements of participation. The self-evaluation form must be turned in on the prescribed class day (see “Calendar”), and can be printed out from “Lessons” on the ANGEL site.

2) Three ANGEL take-home, open book tests, each worth 15% of the final grade. The tests will be made up of essays, matching, and/or multiple choice/true-false questions that will be drawn from required readings, class lectures, films, and the Gospels themselves. A list of issues/questions will be posted on ANGEL a few days before the test dates. Absolutely no make-up exams, without prior approval of professor.  Read the ANGEL browser requirements carefully before beginning the exams!  ANGEL is not completely compatible with all browsers for exams!! 
 

3)   Two papers (minimum length of 5 pages in length each), 40% of the final course grade   

      (20% for each paper). At least ONE of which must be completed before May 16. See 
     “Selected paper topics” under ANGEL “Lessons” for a further descriptions, topics, 
      and due dates. All papers must follow MLA style—Times New Roman 
      12 point font, double-spaced numbered pages, one inch margins. Indent paragraphs ½ inch
      and do not triple-space between paragraphs (from the paragraph drop-down menu, set 
     spacing at 0 pt before and after). See “Guidelines for Writing Papers” on ANGEL. Late 
     papers may be dropped a letter grade for each day they are late. 

All papers should be carefully proofread; they should include bibliography, and should be carefully documented (plagiarism will be heavily penalized). APA-style documentation is okay.  Endnotes are okay (for these, please use the Insert/ reference/footnote drop-down menu on MS WORD). Your grade can be adversely affected by poor spelling, grammar, and sentence structure—even if the content of your paper meets the basic course requirements (see my Six Traits of Writing under “Lessons” on the ANGEL site. “Ideas and Content” will count for 60% of the paper’s grade, Organization” 20%, and the other four categories, 5% each. 
Grading Scale
100-96  A                    


95-91    A-

90-88    B+ 

Two papers

400 points

87-84    B




83-81    B- 

Three Tests
               450 points

80-78    C+ 



77-74    C




73-71    C-


70-68    D+

Class participation
150 points

67-64    D




63-61    D-                          _______________________________

60-        Failing

Total                         
1000 points possible in the course
Calendar

March 28 
Let’s get started! Who are you, what this course about, what you 


have to do to pass. What is the Bible. 

           30 
The structure and origin of the New Testament 

Read Harper Collins Study Bible, pp. xiii-xliii; Culpepper, pp. 9-26
     To think about as you read: Barton describes two different strategies for reading Scripture. Which of the two best fits Culpepper’s view best, do you think?
April     1
Critical approaches to Johannine literature (text criticism, source criticism)

Read John 1-21 and Mark 1-16 

Explore the links listed for this week on ANGEL “Lessons/Weekly Assigned Readings”

To think about as you read: List four stories from John not found in Mark. List three 
stories from Mark not found in John.  List two stories found in both gospels, and one you 
thought would be in John or Mark, but was in neither gospel.

 4 
Critical approaches to Johannine literature (form criticism)

Read Culpepper, pp. 29-41; Brown, pp. 9-19 

Read John 1-21 again, quickly 


To think about as you read: What are three recurring, distinctive themes and ideas that run through John?  What story is most memorable to you? Why?

6   
Palestinian geography and culture in the Fourth Gospel (Slide presentation)


Read John 1-4


ANGEL “Lessons/Weekly Assigned Readings” (maps of Johannine places)

       
To think about as you read: Locate the regions mentioned in John 1-4 using Map 13 at 
the back of HarperCollins Study Bible (See Angel “Lessons”).  Does knowing 
something of the geography of Palestine affect your understanding of these texts in any 
way?  If so, how?
8   
The history of the Johannine writings and the community behind them

Read Culpepper, pp. 42-61; Brown, pp. 105-108

Read 1-3 John and Revelation 1-5


To think about as you read: What are Culpepper’s, five distinctive periods of Johannine 
literature?
**
Deadline for choosing your paper topic.
 11   
The Fourth Gospel as story (plot, character, setting)


Read Culpepper, pp. 62-86
To think about as you read: Culpepper argues that contemporary readers of the Gospel of 
John need to recognize its literary character. What does he mean by this?  What is one 
problem that he finds when talking about its “literary character?”

  13  
 Library Research Day (hopefully)
  15
The Fourth Gospel as story (narrator and reader)
  18   
The Fourth Gospel as story (narrator and reader) continued


Read Reinhartz, pp. 11-53


To think about as you read: What are Reinhartz’s three ways of reading the “story” of 
the Fourth Gospel?
  20   
The Fourth Gospel as theology


Read Culpepper, pp. 87-108, 287-305; Reinhartz, pp. 54-80

Excerpts from the film The Last Temptation of Christ

        
To think about as you read: Would Reinhartz view Culpepper as a “compliant reader?” 
Why or why not? 

 22
Good Friday:  No class today!

**
Test One (take home, on ANGEL): To be completed by 11:55 AM Monday
 25
In the beginning, John 1 (the prologue in Saville’s The Gospel of John)

Read Proverbs 8:22-31; Wisdom of Solomon 7:22-8:6, 11:1-8

 27
In the beginning—the baptism


Culpepper, pp. 109-128; Brown, pp. 20-27

        
To think about as you read: According to Culpepper and Brown, what are some of the 
most “Christological affirmations” of the Johannine prologue?


 29
The wedding at Cana, John 2

            Read Culpepper, pp. 128-131; Brown, pp. 28-30

May       2      Action in the Temple, John 2 


Read Culpepper, pp. 132-134; Brown 30-32; Reinhartz, pp. 81-98 


To think about as you read: What is the “replacement theme” that Brown finds in Jesus’ 
two actions in John 2?
Compare with Reinhartz’s reading of the story.

  4
Jesus talks funny, John 3

             Culpepper, pp. 134-138; Brown, pp. 32-35

  6
 In foreign territory, John 4

Read Genesis 24; 28:1-5; 29:1-20

  9 
In foreign territory—part 2


Culpepper, pp. 138-147; Brown, pp. 35-39 

         
To think about as you read: Culpepper argues that in many ways the Samaritan woman is 
the opposite of Nicodemus. How so?

11     
A tale of two Sabbaths—John 5, John 9


Read Culpepper, pp. 148-153, 174-179; Brown, pp. 39-42, 55-58 

To think about as you read: Briefly compare and contrast these two miracle stories. 
13   
No class today!


Read on ANGEL “Lessons,”


"Holy Ground: In Rome, All Paths Lead to History," by Michael O'Neill McGrath

“Miracles, In Other Words: Social Science Perspectives on Healings” 
To think about as you read: How does Neyrey’s essay give you a different way to understand the miracles in John 5 and 9? 

**
Test Two (take home, on ANGEL): To be completed by 11:55 (PM tonight)
16
The second Passover and the Festival of Booths, John 6-8


Read Culpepper, pp. 153-174; Brown, pp. 42-55; on ANGEL “Lessons,” 

St. Mary Magdalene: Redeeming Her Gospel Reputation
To think about as you read: While there is no “institution of the Lord’s 
Supper/Communion/Eucharist” in John, Brown and Culpepper see echoes of 
communion/Eucharistic language in John 6.  What is that language?
  18
Conflicts in Jerusalem, John 10-12

        20
Conflicts in Jerusalem—Lazarus


Read Culpepper, pp. 179-196; Brown, pp. 58-70

 
  23      A fond farewell—part one, John 13-14


Read Culpepper, pp. 197-216, 299-305; Brown, pp. 71-78; on ANGEL “Lessons”
DECLARATION ON THE RELATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH TO NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS NOSTRA AETATE PROCLAIMED BY HIS HOLINESS POPE PAUL VI ON OCTOBER 28, 1965        
 To think about as you read: John 14:6 is one of the most often quoted verses in the gospel.  What is the problem of “exclusivism” that Culpepper finds here?  How did the Catholic Church address this issue in Vatican II (1965 [the ANGEL reading])?
   25     A fond farewell—part two, John 15-17


Read Culpepper, pp. 216-221; Brown, pp. 79-86


To think about as you read: “I am the vine” is the last “I am” metaphor Jesus speaks in 
John. Culpepper argues that “vine” was a metaphor for the land of Israel for the ancient 
Jew. If Jesus is now “the land of Israel,” what are the strengths and weaknesses of this 
image for any people whose land has been taken from them?


   27   
The third Passover, John 18


Read Culpepper, pp. 221-225; Brown, pp. 87-91 

   30   
Memorial Day: No class today! 

  June      1     The third Passover, John 19 (Pilate in Jesus films)


Read Culpepper, pp. 225-238; Brown, pp. 91-96; on ANGEL


 “The Crucifixion of Jesus in Films and in the Gospels" By Jeffrey Staley
To think about as you read: Culpepper lists a number of elements in the Synoptic accounts of Jesus’ death that do not appear in John—yet some of the elements do appear elsewhere in John. What are some of these? Based on Staley’s essay, what is the significance of blood in the Bible? In Jesus films?  In the gospel of John?
   3
 Resurrection and epilogue, John 20-21


Read Culpepper, pp. 239-250; Brown, pp. 97-104; Reinhartz, pp. 99-130 

To think about as you read: In many ways, John 20 seems to be an appropriate ending to 
the gospel.  Why?  If John 20 makes an appropriate ending, what might be the function of 



John 21?

  **
Self-evaluation due today! Print it out from ANGEL

    6
Summary of the course


 Read Reinhartz, pp. 131-167

     
 To think about as you read: What do you find helpful in Reinhartz’s “engaged reading” 
of the Fourth Gospel?  What, if anything do you find disturbing in it?

. **
Course evaluations today!
     8    
Final (Take Home) Exam


Must be completed by 11:50 AM
2
4

