The Gospel of Jesus Christ

THRS 303








 Winter 2006
Professor: Jeffrey L. Staley




Office: Casey 226

Classroom: Garrett 112




Office phone: 296-5323

Time: MWF 10:00-11:25




Email: staleyj@seattleu.edu
Office Hours: MWF 9:00-10:00; 12:30-1:30



Or by appointment






Purpose:  To introduce students to the New Testament by focusing upon its central character, Jesus.  Emphasis will be placed upon: 1) the Jewish matrix of Jesus and early Christian thought; 2) the historical origins and theological structure of the New Testament; 3) the central critical questions regarding the relationship of New Testament literature to Jesus; and 4) the difficulty and religious importance of connecting Jesus to our contemporary world.

Required Texts:
Borg, Marcus J.  Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time.  HarperSanFrancisco, 1994.

Powell, Mark Allen. Fortress Introduction to the Four Gospels.  Fortress, 1998.

Sanders, E. P. Paul: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford, 2001.
Recommended Text:

Harper Collins Study Bible (NRSV) HarperCollins, 1993.
Course Requirements:
1) Class participation will account for 20% of the final grade. Attendance, attentiveness, thoughtful and careful reading of the required texts, and completing a self-evaluation are all important elements of participation (see “lessons” on the ANGEL website). Class participation also includes written reflection upon the thought questions (“TQs”) appended to the weekly reading assignments (see “Calendar,” below).  Students must turn in at least the ten required TQs to be ensured of getting full credit. TQs with asterisks beside them are required, and if you do those ten, you will be assured of receiving 100 points—regardless of whether the TQ received a plus, check or minus (see below—unless there is no evidence of thinking!).  All Thought Questions are due on Fridays of the week assigned. They must be typed, double-spaced, listing the Thought Question number at the top of each page. These are graded only with a “plus, check, or minus.”  Pluses may be weighted in the final computation of a final grade. Students may turn in additional “TQs” for extra credit.  However, these must also be turned in the week they are assigned.  ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!  
2) One midterm and one final exam (each 20%) will account for 40% of the grade.  These exams will consist of short answer questions drawn from lectures and required readings. There are no make-up exams without a signed doctor’s excuse. 

3) One expository essay (see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons”) will account for 40% of the final grade.  The paper must be at least seven pages long (double-spaced, one inch margins, twelve-point Times New Roman font size).  The paper is due March 3rd. Address the following issues:
a. Summarize the plot of Jesus of Montreal in no more than two pages.
b. The film plays with a number of different images of Jesus. Using Borg (e.g., “pre-critical naiveté,” p. 6; “Jesus as a human being,” p. 10; and “entering into relationship,” p. 17) isolate, give examples, and describe at least three of these images as portrayed in the film.  Which of these images do you find most compelling in the film, and why?
c. Your paper will be graded according to the “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” (see “Materials”). “Ideas and Content” will count for 40% of the paper’s grade, “Organization” 20%, and the other four categories, 10% each.  

d. Highest quality papers will be free of typographical and grammatical errors, will display analytical skills, and will show that you have read Borg’s book carefully.



Grading Scale


100-96  A



95-93    A-
Class Participation
200 points



92-90    B+



89-87    B
Midterm
exam

200 points



86-84    B-



83-80    C+
Expository paper

400 points



79-77    C



76-74    C-
Final Exam

200 points



73-70    D+



69-67    D



66-64    D-

________________________________________________________

Calendar: 

January 4-6

 Introductions: To each other, to the class, requirements, etc.

How to find your way around the New Testament 

The New Testament as “canon”: Its chronological order and canonical order

Geography and archaeology of ancient Palestine
Read Harper Collins Study Bible, pp. xvii-xxxix; Powell, pp. 1-19


**Thought Question 1: In two type-written pages, tell me about yourself.  What or who 
has been the most important influence on your life?  Why?  What do you hope to 
become, and why? Attach a picture of yourself (photocopy of your Student ID card is 
fine). 
January 9-13

The Four Gospels: connections to the “Old Testament,” text criticism 

Connections among the four gospels (source criticism); form criticism

Read Matthew 1-2, 28; Mark 1, 16; Luke 1-3, 24; John 1, 8, 21

Read Powell, pp. 10-37, 139-143; Borg, pp. 1-45.


**TQ 2: Using the notes in the HarperCollins Study Bible, describe the textual 
problems related to either Mark 16 or John 8.

TQ 3: Briefly summarize what Borg means by the “pre-Easter Jesus” and what he 
thinks the “pre-Easter Jesus” was like.
January 16—NO Class!!
January 18-30

Jesus behind the Gospels: man of Spirit, teacher of alternative wisdom 


Read Borg, pp. 46-95 


Read Matthew 4-8; Mark 1-6; Luke 4-15 


**TQ 4: Compare and contrast two of the three different accounts of the raising of 
Jairus’s daughter.  Think in terms of characterization (e.g., Jesus, the official, the 
woman), dialogue, and settings.  What do you think might account for the differences?

TQ 5: List four ways in which these Gospel texts portray Jesus as challenging the 
“politics of purity” (Borg’s language).  How is Jesus’s “politics of compassion” 
challenged by Jesus’ opponents in these texts?  
 January 23-27

Jesus of Montreal, and discussion


Read Mark 1-16


TQ 6: The film plays with a number of different images of Jesus. Using Borg (e.g., 
“pre-critical naiveté,” p. 6; “Jesus as a human being,” p. 10; and “entering into 
relationship,” p. 17) isolate, give examples, and describe at least three of these images 
as portrayed in the film.  Which of these images from the film do you find most com-
pelling, and why?

TQ 7: In what ways is this film like the gospel of Mark?
January 30-February 3

Paul’s life and letters 


Read Sanders, pp. 1-51; Acts 9, 13-15; 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:10; Philippians 3:4-11; 
Galatians 1-2; 
1 Thessalonians; 1 Corinthians 15 


**TQ 8: What differences do you see between Paul in Acts and Paul in his own letters? 


Briefly explain.


TQ 9: According to Sanders, what did Paul believe about the return of the Lord” and 
the “resurrection of the dead?”
February 6-10

Paul’s Jesus: the crucified and resurrected messiah

Read Sanders, pp. 52-117; Borg, pp. 96-118; Galatians 3-6; 1 Corinthians 1-14; Romans 1-8

TQ 10: How can Borg argue that calling Christ the “wisdom of God” is using a feminine image for God?

**TQ 11: Based upon your reading of Galatians 3 and Romans 4, why does Paul think that Abraham is a good model of the life of faith?
**Mid-term exam on Monday, February 13**
February 13-17

Mark: Jesus, the suffering Son of Man


Read Powell, pp. 38-83

Read Mark 1-16 

TQ 12: Many scholars see a big difference between Mark 1:1-8:26 and Mark 8:27-16:7.  These same scholars see Jesus’ dialogue with Peter (8:27-33) as crucial in discerning this difference.  From your reading of Powell and the gospel of Mark, discuss what you think that difference is.

TQ 13: According to Powell, what is “Christology,” and why do some scholars think that Mark is trying to “correct” Christological “misconceptions?”
February 20—No Class!!

 February 22-24

Luke-Acts: Jesus, the martyred prophet, the man of Spirit 


Read Powell, pp. 84-111


Read Luke16-24; Acts 1-12, 16-19, 28
TQ 14: List four similar things that Jesus, Peter, and Paul do. What might be the reason for the similarities? (Hint: Read Powell, pp. 107-110).
TQ 15: Summarize three of Powell’s distinctive characteristics of the Gospel of Luke.
**Paper due on March 3!!**
February 27-March 3

John: Jesus, the great “I Am” 


Read Powell, pp. 112-138


Read John 1-21; Borg, pp. 107-111


TQ 16: Compare and contrast the two miracle stories in John 5 and John 9.  Which 
character do you identify more with, and why?
TQ 17: Summarize three of Powell’s distinctive characteristics of the Gospel of John. 

   March 6-10

Hebrews and Revelation: Jesus, the perfect sacrifice/martyr


Read Hebrews 1-11; Revelation 1-22

TQ 18:  Many people have heard bizarre interpretations of the book of Revelation.  Relate one of these that you have heard or read, and one thing you found surprising in your reading of Revelation.
**TQ 19: In these books the metaphor of sacrifice/martyrdom is associated with Jesus.  Compare and contrast these images of Jesus in the two books. In light of current world politics where people are honored for “sacrificing their lives” for their countries (e.g., Sept. 11th, the war in Iraq) what are the strengths and/or weaknesses of these images for us today?
March 13

Course wrap-up


Read Borg, pp. 119-140


TQ 20: What are the three “macro-stories” that Borg discusses?  What do they all share in common?  Which of the three does Borg have most problems with, and why? 

Course evaluation
  March 15

Final exam 12:00-1:50
    
Self-evaluation
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