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Professor: Jeffrey L. Staley




Office: Casey 226

Classroom: Admin 220




Office phone: 296-5862
Time: MWF
8:15-9:40




Email: staleyj@seattleu.edu
Office Hours: MW 12:00-3:00

Or by appointment






1.  Sophomore standing is required for taking Theology and Religious Studies courses at Seattle University.  

2.  THRS 300 level courses can be taken only after successfully completing a 200 level course.

3.  Transfer students who come to Seattle University with 90+ credit hours are required to take one 200 level course at SU. A 300 level course cannot be substituted for a 200 level course and thus cannot be used to fulfill the 200 level course requirement for transfers with 90 or more credits.
4.  All other students must take one THRS course at the 200 level and another one at the 300 level to fulfill their Core requirements for graduation.  A 300 level course cannot be substituted for a 200 level nor may a 200 level course be used to fulfill the 300 level requirement.

5.  200 level courses must be taken at Seattle University.  Courses from other institutions cannot be used to fulfill this requirement.  Students who plan to take a theology or religious studies course as part of a Study Abroad program and wish to have it considered for 300 level credit must meet with the Chair of the Theology and Religious Studies Department to have the course approved well before they leave for their program.

If you have, or think you may have, a disability (including an ‘invisible disability’ such as a learning disability, a chronic health problem, or a mental health condition) that interferes with your performance as a student in this class, you are encouraged to arrange support services and/or accommodations through Disabilities Services staff in the Learning Center, Loyola 100, (206) 296-5740. Disability-based adjustments to course expectations can be arranged only through this process.

Purpose:  This first-level theology course explores contemporary expressions of the Christian community through an historical analysis of selected New Testament texts and Vatican II documents, and in theological conversation with popular films and various churches within the Seattle metropolitan area. Is there only one “true church” or Christian community, or are there many appropriate ways to be the church? Are there “healthy” churches and “unhealthy” churches? How would you know the difference?
Required Texts:
Brown, Raymond. The Churches the Apostles Left Behind. Paulist, 1984.
Doyle, Dennis. The Church Emerging from Vatican II. Revised Edition. Twenty-Third, 2006.

Harper Collins Study Bible with the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books (NRSV). 

HarperCollins, 1993

Introduction to Theology and Religious Studies: THRS 200 Reader.

(Purchase from SUperCopy in Pavilion 010)
Miles, Sara. Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion. Ballantine, 2008.

Course Requirements:
1) Class participation will account for 10% of the final grade. Attendance, attentiveness, and sharing insights from your church visits are a large part of class participation. Because of this, I do not allow laptops in class, and cell phones should be turned OFF. NOT on silent, but OFF.  You will be penalized for texting in class or leaving class to check messages. Thoughtful and careful reading of the required texts, any in-class assignments, and completing a self-evaluation are all important elements of participation (see “Lessons” on the ANGEL website). 

2) Three tests (each 15%) will account for 45% of the grade (test dates are on the Calendar, below).  These exams will consist of short essay questions drawn from lectures and required readings. There may also be a few “objective” questions (multiple choice, true/false, etc.). These tests will be on ANGEL as a take home, open book exams.  There are no make-up tests without a signed doctor’s excuse.
3) One reflection paper will account for 5% of the final grade (due January 10; see “Calendar” for details)
4) One expository essay will account for 20% of the final grade.  The paper must be at least five pages long (see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons” for format). The paper is due January 31. Address the following issues (these comprise the “Ideas and Content” component see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons”):  

a. Summarize the plot of Chocolat in no more than one page.
b. The film portrays a number of different social groups/institutions. Name these and describe the characteristics of each (think gender, race, age, economic, hierarchies). 

c. After summarizing Migliore’s concept of “theology,” pick two characters in the film that you think might be considered “theologians” using Migliore’s concepts. Using Migliore’s ideas, contrast the two. Are these characters part of the “status quo” group/institution, or a challenge to it? You will need to supply at least three examples to make a solid argument!
d. Your paper will be graded according to the “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” (under ANGEL“Lessons”). “Ideas and Content” will count for 60% of the paper’s grade, “Organization” 20%, and the other four categories, 5% each.  

e. Highest quality papers will be free of typographical and grammatical errors, will display analytical skills, and will show that you have read Migliore’s essay carefully, watched the film carefully (you should watch it more than once!), and can apply Migliore’s  ideas critically and creatively to the film.

5) One paper will account for 20% of the grade. It must be at least six pages long (see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons” for format). The list of churches you can choose from are listed under ANGEL “Lessons.” Most are within walking distance of Seattle University. Due March 4.

You and a partner must visit the church you have chosen at least once during a regular worship service (usually on Sunday morning; ATTACH A BULLETIN to your paper); and interview a staff person—a pastor if at all possible. Let me know if you are having problems connecting. It may best to visit the church before you set up the interview. Address the following issues for your church visit: (these comprise a major part of the “Ideas and Content” component of the paper. See “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons”):
a. Describe the physical place of worship, its location and the church service in terms of time (when did it start, when did it end? is there more than one service listed?); size of congregation, age, gender, racial demographics (a percentage guess is OK), economic class—if you can make a guess. 

b. What did you like about the church service? What didn’t you like? Did anyone attempt to make you feel comfortable? Did anything make you feel uncomfortable? Describe.
c. What was the primary focus of the church service (music? sermon/homily? announcements? communion/Eucharist? Something else?) Why do you say that?

d. Describe the lead clergy and others who participated directly in the service

e. Describe how the congregation participated—i.e., did they read from Scripture, speak out, sing? What songs? What kinds of songs? What were the levels of enthusiasm?

f. Describe the sermon/homily: Describe in detail the sermon/lesson. Who gave it? How long did it last? What were the major themes? Were there discussions of historical or political issues? Describe them. How was God portrayed (masculine language? Loving? Angry? Judging? Forgiving?)
g. Was there evidence of religious experience like healing or “feeling the Spirit”?

h. Why do you think people go to this church?

i. Is this church part of a larger denomination? What is the history of this church in Seattle? You might have to do a little detective work here! A church bulletin or church website might give you some idea.

j. How did you feel about being there?

k. See sheet on ANGEL for interview questions. You can print that out and use it.

l. Finally, in a brief paragraph state exactly what parts of the project you were responsible for—if your partner did very little of the work, his/her grade will be lower. There is no guarantee that your grades will be the same, just because you were partners.
6) Extra credit. There are two extra credit options, which can increase your class participation grade. First, you may visit a church on Epiphany, January 6 (Orthodox services are particularly ornate, and I would encourage you to attend one, even though they may be long!). Second, you may visit a church on Ash Wednesday, March 9 (the Orthodox equivalent is “Clean Monday,” March 7).  You may write a two-page paper describing the service and reflecting on your experience. Attach a church bulletin. Check online for times. See Calendar for due dates.
Grading Scale
100-96  A                    


95-91    A- 

Three tests

450 points
90-87    B+ 


86-84    B

Reflection paper

50 points


83-81    B- 

 
80-77    C+ 

Expository paper

200 points
76-74    C




73-71    C-

Church visit project
200 points
70-67    D+

 

66-64   D

Class participation
100 points


63-61    D-                          _______________________________

60-        Failing

Total                         
1000 points possible in the course
________________________________________________________

Calendar: 

January  3 
Let’s get started! Who am I, who are you, what is this course about, what do you 



have to do to pass?


 5        An Introduction to the Bible: How to read it, some definitions

Read THRS 200-level Reader, pp. xi-35; Miles, Take This Bread, Prologue, pp. 1-13
To think about as you read: Which of Hauer and Young’s “Three Worlds” do you think this course is most interested in, and why?
 
7
An Introduction to the New Testament: How to think about the canon



Read Harper Collins Study Bible, pp. xvii-xxxv, “Biblical Scholarship”; 



“Introduction to Mark,” 1722-1724



Doyle, pp. 1-24; Miles, pp. 14-53. 


To think about as you read—What is “like church” in Miles’ chapter?

10       Chocolat


Read HCSB pp. xxxiv-xliii, Mark 1-8


Read Miles, pp. 54-97 (if you want to know what St. Gregory’s Episcopal church is like today, look at the ANGEL links under “Lessons” for this week)

To think about as you watch—there are a number of different social institutions portrayed in the film. Name these and describe the characteristics of each (think gender, race, hierarchies, inclusivity). 

**
3-page reflection paper (see “Six Traits of Analytical Writing” under “Lessons” for format). Have you ever been, or are you now a member of a religious community (church, mosque, temple)? Tell me the story of your connection to that. Voluntary? Postive, negative? Gains losses? If you left, why? Would you ever get connected again? If you have never been part of a religious community, describe one community that you have been a part of in terms of the above questions. You may write this in the form of a letter to someone, if you wish. Three page minimum.


12
Chocolat


Read Mark 9-16


Read THRS 200-level Reader, pp. 37-51

To think about as you watch the film—What is the “task of theology” according to Migliore’s thinking? What character/s in the film might be considered a “theologian” using Migliore’s categories? Are they like any character/s in the Gospel of Mark? Why?  

14 
Chocolat; Finding Jesus in the Gospels/Jesus in the church 



Read HCSB “Critical Study of the New Testament,” pp. xvi-xvii 


Read Miles, pp. 98-158


**        Extra Credit reflection (two page, double-spaced) paper on Epiphany 
Service due. Describe the church service. Did you participate in any way?  
If so, describe. To what does Epiphany refer?
      17        No Class (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
           19
Jesus and community



Read Luke 15 (and the notes regarding “tax collectors and sinners”); 


“Open Commensality in Practice” (ANGEL Lessons, “Additional Weekly 



Readings”)


Read Miles, pp. 159-217



To think about as you read—what does Miles mean by “radical hospitality” 



[p. 189])? Be ready with examples from the reading today!
            21 
Jesus and community 



Read Jairus’ daughter and parallels” (ANGEL “Lessons”)



Read Miles, pp. 218-280



To think about as you read—what is Miles’ view of healings?

**
First Test (take home—on ANGEL, to be completed before Monday’s class)

            24
Paul—a brief biography



Read Acts 9:1-31 (“Saul” here is Paul’s Jewish name); Galatians 1:13-2:14 (“Cephas” 



is Peter’s Jewish name); 2 Corinthians 11:16-12:13; Philippians 3:4-6



To think about as you read—Saul/Paul is an outsider to the Christian community. 


Why should anyone trust what he says?
            26
Paul: 1 Corinthians



Read HCSB, pp. 1932-1934; 1 Corinthians 1-6 (esp. notes on 5:1-8; 6:9)



“Conflict and Community in Corinth” (ANGEL “Lessons”)



Read Brown, pp. 7-30, 146-150


   **     Start a “Brown” glossary of words you do not know.
            28
Paul: 1 Corinthians

             Read 1 Corinthians 7-11 (esp. notes on 7:1-40, 11:1-34)


             Read THRS 200-level Reader, pp. 57-84
            31         Paul: 1 Corinthians 



Read 1 Corinthians 12-15 (esp. notes on 12:1-11, 14:1-25)

**
Expository paper due
   Feb    2     
Colossians



Read HCSB, pp. 1998-1999, Colossians



Read Brown, pp. 47-60


4   
1 and 2 Timothy, Titus



Read HCSB, pp. 2015-2016, 1 and 2 Timothy



Read Brown, pp. 31-46

  
7   
Discussion of church visits
         

9
Luke-Acts and Dulles’s 7 types of churches



Read Doyle, pp. 25-50

            11
Luke-Acts



Read HCSB, pp. 1759-1761, Luke 1-2, 4, 22-24

         

Read Brown, pp. 61-74

      

14 
Luke-Acts


Read HCSB, pp. 1855-1857, Acts 1-7, 13-16


Read Doyle, pp. 51-79



To think about as you read—Can you identify three marks of the Christian 


community in Acts?
         
            16
Matthew



Read HCSB, pp. 1665-1667, Matthew 1-2, 5-7, 16-18, 28




Read Doyle, pp. 81-111

           18  
Matthew

            Read Brown, pp. 124-145



**        Second test (take home—on ANGEL, to be completed before class today)
           21
No Class (President’s Day)
           23
1 Peter



Read HCSB, pp. 2059-2060, 1 Peter (esp. notes on 3:1-7; 4:1-6)

           25        READ ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS of Doyle: Part 2 Section 

            4, 5, 6, 7, or 8; or Part 3 Section 1, 2, or 3—Pick whichever section looks most 


            interesting to you. Be ready to summarize what you read for a small group, and 

answer any questions folks might have with regard to your section. What are two 


            surprising things you learned? Why did you choose to read the section you did?

                   28
1 Peter   

Read Brown, pp. 75-83 

 March 2         Gospel of John 


Read HCSB, pp. 1814-1816, John 1-11; Brown, pp. 84-101
To think about as you read—What people/institutions does Jesus challenge? How does he challenge them? Why does he challenge them?

           4       
Patch Adams 


Read “Gesundheit History” and “Gesundheit Institute: Vision for a Free Hospital 

Based on Fun and Friendship” (ANGEL Lessons, “Additional Weekly 


Readings”) Staley, “Meeting Patch Again For the First Time: Purity and 


Compassion in Marcus Borg, The Gospel of Mark, and Patch Adams (ANGEL 

Lessons, “Additional Weekly Readings”)
To think about as you watch—Both Jesus and Patch are healers who challenge institutions 

(think of the healing miracles in John). What institutions do they challenge and why? Do you think people can you build a community around “challenge to authority?” What are the difficulties faced by such a community?

**
Church Visit project paper due
          7
Gospel of John

            John 12-21



Read “Not-so-fully Church” (ANGEL Lessons, “Additional Weekly Readings”)
         9

Epistles of John



Read HCSB, pp. 2072-2073, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John



Read Brown, pp. 102-123
       11

Revelation



Read HCSB, pp. 2086-2087, Revelation 1-14, 17



To think about as you read—What are the biggest problems the church/”saints” 
face in these chapters? Why?
       14

Wrapping things up

**
Extra Credit reflection paper on Clean Monday/Ash Wednesday (two 
pages, 
double spaced) due. Attach bulletin. Describe the church service. Did 
you participate in any way? If so, how? What do the ashes represent? 
Where do they come from? 
**        Turn in Self Evaluation (print this out from ANGEL “Lessons”)
**
Course Evaluations
       16 
Final exam (take home—on ANGEL, to be completed 9:50 AM)
7

